
Timeline 

 July 1, 1964 - July 31, 1990: Prof. Dwijendra Tripathi worked on business history at IIMA 

 2004: Prof. Dwijendra Tripathi writes his classic work The Oxford History of Indian 

Business  

 November 17, 2017: IIMA Archives Committee formed   

 March 27, 2018: First interview of Prof. Dwijendra Tripathi recorded for the oral history 

project of IIMA Archives 

 August 31, 2019: Launch of website and digital platform 

 February, 2020: Launch of IIMA Archives Monthly Snippets 

 November 10, 2021: Launch of permanent exhibition ‘Brick by Brick: A Journey through 

IIMA Archives’, and physical premise at D-15 

 March 1, 2022: Appointment of Professional Archivist 

 April 12, 2022: Launch of ‘A Note for the Future, from 2022’ campaign 

 September 30, 2022: Launch of ‘Brick by Brick’, a quarterly newsletter of the IIMA 

Archives 

 November 10, 2022: Launch of ‘Not Yet 25: IIMA through Pranlal Patel’s lens, 1967-

1985’ a pictorial exhibition at IIMA Archives 

 January 20, 2023: Launch of IIMA Archives Monograph Series: ‘Not Yet 25: IIMA in Louis 

Kahn’s Designs and Pranlal Patel’s Images’ 

 April 1, 2023: Launch of ‘An Institution in the Making: IIMA through the lens of Pranlal 

Patel’, an exhibition presented by IIMA Archives in collaboration with Arthshila 

Ahmedabad 

 April 1, 2023: Announcement of ‘A Note for the Future, from 2023’ 

 May 29, 2023: Launch of a Digital Exhibition and Monograph (IIMA Archives 

Monograph Series 2) ‘MARITIME TRADE OF GUJARAT'S PRINCELY STATES: 

NAWANAGAR AND PORBANDAR’ in collaboration with Gujarat State Archives (GSA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From the obituary of Prof. Dwijendra Tripathi authored by Prof. Chinmay 

Tumbe, published in the Business History Review of the Harvard Business 

School, Winter, 2018 

“Prof. Dwijendra Tripathi applied for and received a Fulbright scholarship to pursue graduate 

work in history, beginning at the University of Wisconsin– Madison in 1960. He completed his 

dissertation on the economic links between the United States and India in the late nineteenth 

century, with Richard N. Current as his adviser. Tripathi returned briefly to Jabalpur; he then 

moved to Bombay in May 1964 as Research Officer in the Historical Research Department of 

the State Bank of India, one of the oldest banks in India, that was attempting to chronicle its 

history. The compulsions of wearing ties and suits quickly wore him down and he accepted a 

call for a job interview at IIMA. Dr. Kamla Chowdhry, faculty at IIMA, one of the first female 

management educators in the world and herself a Fulbright Scholar, had found Tripathi’s name 

in the Fulbright directory and invited him for an interview. The interview was successful, and 

Tripathi joined IIMA on July 1, 1964, the same day as the inauguration of the institute’s first 

class of Postgraduate Programme or PGP (MBA equivalent) students. In the first year, Tripathi 

rarely spoke as he was getting his bearings in the new world outside the traditional university 

system. Given a choice between Organizational Behavior and Economics as his institutional 

areas, he chose the latter mostly because he got along better with colleagues in that area. He 

went to Harvard Business School as part of the International Teachers Program in 1965, where 

he interacted with Ralph Hidy and the business history fraternity and gained more confidence 

about the discipline. 

Between 1964 and 1990, Tripathi had an eventful career in teaching, research, and 

administrative responsibilities at the IIMA. 

Teaching and administration, however, were distractions from his real love, research, which 

ultimately gave him academic satisfaction and personal fulfilment. He wrote biographies, not 

hagiographies, of industrialist Kasturbhai Lalbhai and the firms Larsen & Toubro and Bank of 

Baroda. His scholarship was rooted in entrepreneurial history, stressing multifactorial models 

for understanding the phenomenon, and enriched by an unparalleled access to Lalbhai, a 

leading industrialist of his time.  

In the 1980s, he held four seminars on business history at IIMA leading to three important 

edited volumes that continue to be indispensable in the field. These seminars were inspired by 

what he had observed in international seminars in Japan, where he spent time as a visiting 

research fellow at the Institute of Developing Economies in Tokyo in 1985–1986.  

 

 

 

 

 



  
Prof. Dwijendra Tripathi, Visiting Research Fellow: Japan Visit, 1985. 

Source: Prof. Dwijendra Tripathi Special Collections, IIMA Archives 

He established connections with historians in other fields as he regularly attended the 

International Economic History Congress and Indian History Congress. He was the General 

President of the latter body in 2002–2003. Tripathi’s major research contributions were in 

more than a dozen books and monographs. His contribution to the Business History Review 

was limited to a few book reviews and an Introduction to a special issue on India (Spring 2014). 

At the age of 74, he finally wrote his masterpiece, the Oxford History of Indian Business, a 

grand narrative on the evolution of Indian business over several centuries.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Course Outline: Reading seminar in International Managerial History, 1979” 

 

 

Source: Prof. Dwijendra Tripathi Special Collections, IIMA Archives 



“Dwijendra Tripathi Godrej Archives Talk: Indian Business History: Fallacies of 

Interpretation, October 9, 2007” 

The second lecture of the Godrej Archives series was delivered by retired IIMA professor 

Dwijendra Tripathi, the doyen of business history studies in India. His talk sought to dispel a 

few old myths: that Indian business was underdeveloped and there were no large-scale 

establishments here when the Europeans first came to the country; that Indian entrepreneurs 

were largely from business communities that India's cultural and religious heritage was not 

conducive to the development of business houses. 

Dwijendra Tripathi at Indian Business History: Fallacies of Interpretation, 2007, note Godrej Archives & Tata Central Archives, in the 

banner. 

Source: Prof. Dwijendra Tripathi Special Collections, IIMA Archives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“Guest Speech by Prof. Dwijendra Tripathi, Business Archives in India: Precept 

and Prospects Proceedings of the National Seminar, organised by School of 

Archival Studies, National Archives of India, Thursday, February 28, 2008” 
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Prof. Dwijendra Tripathi Interview, March 27, 2018, IIMA Archives Oral 

History Project 

“I had felt that because of the activities undertaken at the IIM, because of the support of the institution, 

I succeeded in creating an environment for business history in the country and the business history as 

a branch of historical learning had come to occupy a distinct place in the academia of the profession”. 

[Question: Was there any effort to start an archive at IIMA before?]  

See I’m very happy that business history is attracting a degree of attention now. That was my dream 

once upon my time. During my time, I was THE business history at IIM. If somebody gave a favorable 

comment about business history, that was about Tripathi, if somebody condemned business history, 

that was about Tripathi. If somebody using his position as Director, would like to see that Business 

History be discontinued from the curriculum, that was for Tripathi. Business History was Tripathi. 

During my time, some Directors would be more positive…some would be less positive but with those 

Directors, Tripathi would not go there. If this Introduction is clear, the idea of setting up an archive, the 

kind of archive you are setting, that idea never came to me. But the idea of setting up a business history 

archives where records, papers, books, documents, that would be germane to business history studies, 

could be preserved, and properly shelved. That idea had come to me. Not only that. The idea came to 

me because of one reason. By some accident, I happened to possess – you know about the Lalbhai 

family comes from a very 400-year-old- the Mughal Emperors issued so many farmans to give them 

varios privileges. By some accident, some of those farmans and some other papers came to my hand 

and I didn’t know how…I thought that I should set up a archival museum. In fact, if you look at Business 

Communities of India, the copyright is Business Archives and Museum, excepting the organization 

structure that one wanted to have, the kind of support one wanted to have I could not create. The 

result was that I gave those papers to the Lalbhai family and the Lalbhai family gave those documents 

to their [] pedhi…the idea of setting up an archive, the kind you are doing, that did not come to me, but 

idea of setting up an archive center of documents, yes. I wanted to do that but could not do that.  

Source: IIMA Archives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“He was father of business history, a new discipline, The Indian Express, Pg. 4, 

September 7, 2018” 

 

Source: The Indian Express 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“First Ever International Conference on Indian Business and Economic History 

Organised in Memory of Prof. Dwijendra Tripathi, The WIMWIAN, October 

2019” 

 
Source: IIMA Archives 

 

 

“Institute Launches IIMA Archives, The WIMWIAN, October 2019” 

 
Source: IIMA Archives 

 

 

 

 

 



Launch of permanent exhibition ‘Brick by Brick: A Journey through IIMA 

Archives’ on November 10, 2021 

 
Inauguration of the exhibition ‘Brick by Brick: A Journey through IIMA Archives’ by Prof. Errol D’Souza, Director IIMA and Prof. Prafull 

Anubhai (right). 

Source: IIMA Archives 

Brick by Brick: A Journey through IIMA Archives, invites you to relive the fascinating journey 

of the Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad (IIMA) and experience the stories of its 

people and objects. The exhibition, designed by the National Institute of Design, Ahmedabad, 

is organized around 14 panels and an array of carefully selected items from the collections 

held by the IIMA Archives. Each panel focuses on one particular theme in IIMA's development. 

The objects on display include copies of documents and some original items. The displays are 

spread over two galleries (Galleries 1 and 2) on the ground floor of Dorm 15 in the Main 

Campus of IIMA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Launch of ‘A Note for the Future, from 2022’ campaign on April 12, 2022 

 
                                                                                                                         'A Note for the Future, from 2022' Campaign by IIMA Archives 

Source: IIMA Archives 

IIMA Archives launched 'A Note for the Future, from 2022', a campaign designed to connect 

the IIMA community with its future self. On the day of the 2022 convocation, graduating 

students, faculty, staff, and other stakeholders were asked to write out notes to themselves 

by hand and drop them off at the Archives. These notes will be released in 2047, to coincide 

with the silver jubilee of the graduating batches as well as the 100th anniversary of our 

independence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Launch of ‘Brick by Brick’, a quarterly newsletter of the IIMA Archives 

on September 30, 2022 

 

Source: IIMA Archives 

IIMA Archives launched ‘Brick by Brick’, a quarterly newsletter of the IIMA Archives on September 30, 

2022. The newsletter will be brought out at the end of every quarter. This first issue offered fascinating 

insights into the rich history of IIMA: Who were the key early institution builders? How did the campus 

become an iconic site? What sports activities did our students enjoy in the early days? Did the institute 

really begin in a rented house? Do our students care for our heritage? In addition, in line with our 

efforts to network with other heritage-related organizations, we featured the Lalbhai Dalpatbhai 

Museum, a landmark of Ahmedabad city. 

 

 

 



Testimonies of some of our foreign Research Scholars at IIMA Archives 

"My name is Douglas Haynes. I am the son of Warren Haynes, who was at IIM Ahmedabad in 1963-5 

(he was a representative of the Harvard Business School). I later became a historian of India, and have 

written books on the history of Surat, on small-scale producers and on advertising in Western India 

before 1940. Some years ago, I became convinced that the impact of the IIMs was a terribly 

understudied subject in Indian history; so I decided to return to Ahmedabad and begin a project on the 

history of IIMA and the role of its early alums (pre-1980) in Indian business and society. I have already 

done lot of work in the Archives (recently doing research on the yearbooks) but I am now increasingly 

focusing on what alums did after leaving the institute. If you had an association with IIM before 1980 

of any sort, I would love to hear from you at Douglas.E.Haynes@dartmouth.edu." 

                                                                 By Prof. Douglas E. Haynes, Professor of History, Dartmouth College, USA. 

Source: Brick by Brick: A Newsletter of the IIMA Archives, Vol. 1, Issue 1, September, 2022 

 

 

"I do research on how executive education as a new concept for developing top executives spread as 

an international phenomenon from the US after World War II. In India, this idea was expressed in the 

3-tier programme (3-TP) soon after IIMA was established. This programme was unique compared to 

the executive programmes at Harvard Business School, which was strongly involved in establishing 

IIMA. The documents I studied at IIMA Archive gave me new insights into the role that Indian actors 

played in transforming the American concept of executive education to a unique and sustainable 

concept that matched the Indian context." 

By Prof. Rolv Petter Amdam, Professor of Department of Strategy and Entrepreneurship, BI Norwegian 

Business School, Oslo, Norway. 

Source: Brick by Brick: A Newsletter of the IIMA Archives, Vol. 1, Issue 2, December, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Launch of ‘Not Yet 25: IIMA through Pranlal Patel’s lens, 1967-1985’ a 

pictorial exhibition on November 10, 2022 

 

Source: IIMA Archives 

On November 10, 2021, IIMA Archives celebrated sixty years of IIMA with the permanent exhibition 

'Brick by Brick'. On November 10, 2022, to mark the first anniversary of 'Brick by Brick', IIMA Archives 

held a temporary exhibition (November 10 to November 17, 2022), 'Not Yet 25: IIMA through Pranlal 

Patel's lens, 1967-1985', of photos by Shri Pranlal Patel, a renowned photographer of Ahmedabad. The 

exhibition helped the IIMA community relive the fascinating journey of IIMA over the first 25 years of 

its history. Visitors experienced the stories of not just Louis Kahn's dormitories and classrooms, but 

also of Anant Raje's creations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Launch of IIMA Archives Monograph Series, ‘Not Yet 25: IIMA in Louis Kahn’s 

Designs and Pranlal Patel’s Images’, January 2023 

 
 'Not Yet 25: IIMA in Louis Kahn's Designs and Pranlal Patel's Images', by Prof. Vijaya Sherry Chand. 

Source: IIMA Archives 

On January 20, 2023, the IIMA Archives launched its Monograph series to highlight the lesser-known 

stories about the development of the institute. This series will be an invaluable resource for students, 

researchers and alumni who are interested in learning more about IIMA's history and its impact on the 

business world. 

The first volume of the series 'Not Yet 25: IIMA in Louis Kahn's Designs and Pranlal Patel's Images' by 

Prof. Vijaya Sherry Chand, the then Chairperson of IIMA Archives, provides an insightful look into the 

history, architecture and design of IIMA through the lens of renowned architect Louis Kahn's iconic 

designs and photographer Pranlal Patel's powerful images of the first 25 years of IIMA's life. Why is the 

courtyard (that has the LKP) open at one end? Why do we have the odd Type IIA as well as Type II 

houses? Why did the institute not want a lake around the outer row of dorms 

(1,2,3,6,9,12,15,18,17,16)? These and other questions are answered in the volume--you will also find 

a reference to a question that is usually not asked: Why did we get a reinforced exposed brick masonry 

design? The soft copy is available here  

[Link: https://archives.iima.ac.in/public/monograph/pdf/1_Not_Yet_25.pdf] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://archives.iima.ac.in/public/monograph/pdf/1_Not_Yet_25.pdf


Launch of ‘An Institution in the Making: IIMA through the lens of Pranlal 

Patel’, an exhibition presented by IIMA Archives in collaboration with 

Arthshila Ahmedabad on April 1, 2023 

 
                              Prof. Amit Karna, Prof. Anchal Jain, and CCBP Students at Arthshila. 

Source: IIMA Archives and Arthshila Ahmedabad 

'An Institution in the Making: IIMA through the lens of Pranlal Patel,' a photography exhibition 

presented by the IIMA Archives in collaboration with Arthshila Ahmedabad. This exhibition provided a 

unique opportunity for viewers to witness an iconic project captured over a period of time by an iconic 

photographer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Collaboration of IIMA Archives with Gujarat State Archives (GSA) on the topic 

of business & trade in Gujarat (India) 

 

 

 

 

 



Launch of a Digital Exhibition and Monograph ‘MARITIME TRADE OF 

GUJARAT'S PRINCELY STATES: NAWANAGAR AND PORBANDAR’ in 

collaboration with Gujarat State Archives on May 29, 2023 

 

 

Source: IIMA Archives 

The IIMA Archives and Gujarat State Archives (GSA) presented ‘Maritime Trade of Gujarat's Princely 

States: Nawanagar and Porbandar,' a digital exhibition of selected archival records from the Jamnagar 

and Porbandar offices of GSA, pertaining to the sea trade of these two states during the five decades 

preceding Indian independence. Gujarat has a rich history of maritime trade, which has played a 

significant role in shaping the state's culture. The exchange of goods, people, and ideas, as well as the 

trading networks that extended both westward and eastward, have all contributed to the Gujarat we 

know today. While the maritime trade of British India has attracted scholarly attention, that of the 

princely states remains understudied. This exhibition, and the accompanying monograph shed light on 

the seaborne trade of Nawanagar and Porbandar. Nawanagar covers the present-day Jamnagar district 

of Gujarat, and Porbandar which was adjacent to Nawanagar is today covered by Porbandar district. 

The physical version of the exhibition will be inaugurated later. 

Please visit the digital exhibition [Link: https://archives.iima.ac.in/exhibitions/Maritime-Trade-Of-

Gujarats-Princely_States.html] 

The soft copy of the monograph is available here  

[Link:https://archives.iima.ac.in/public/monograph/pdf/2_Maritime_Trade_of_Gujarats_Princely_St

ates.pdf] 

https://archives.iima.ac.in/exhibitions/Maritime-Trade-Of-Gujarats-Princely_States.html
https://archives.iima.ac.in/exhibitions/Maritime-Trade-Of-Gujarats-Princely_States.html
https://archives.iima.ac.in/public/monograph/pdf/2_Maritime_Trade_of_Gujarats_Princely_States.pdf
https://archives.iima.ac.in/public/monograph/pdf/2_Maritime_Trade_of_Gujarats_Princely_States.pdf


“When dhotis were exported as saris to defeat ban in Sudan, The Times of 

India, Pg. 2, May 31, 2023” 

 

Source: The Times of India 


